
W
ritten

 R
eview

 Ь
у
 the O

fficial R
eview

er 

№
 

C
riteria 

C
om

pliance ,vith the C
riteria (underline th

e 
R

ationale for th
e O

fficial R
eview

er's P
osition (rem

arks 

appropriate option) 
in italics) 

R
am

azanova B
anu K

uandykovna s dissertation topic, 

Transfoпnation o
f D

ocum
entary F

ilm
 P

roduction in the 
D

igital A
ge: C

hallenges and O
pportunjties in E

m
erging 

1.1.A
lignrnent w

ith P
riority D

irections o
f S

cientific 
P

ractices and D
istribution M

odels," as foпnally approved, 
D

evelopm
ent or S

tate P
rogram

m
es 

aligns w
ith the R

e
p
u
Ы
i
c
 o

f K
azakhstan s strategic scientific 

1 )T
he dissertation w

as carried out w
ithin the 

and state program
m

es: it directly addresses the Н
i
g
h
e
r
 

fram
ew

ork o
f а

 project or targeted program
m

e 
S

cientific-T
echnical C

om
m

ission s priority direction 
funded from

 the state budget (indicate the nam
e and 

num
ber o

f the project or program
m

e ); 
D

igital Transfoпnation o
f C

ultural and C
reative Industries" 

Т
h
е
 ilissertation topic (as o

f 
2
)
Т
h
е
 dissertation w

as c
a
п
i
e
d
 out w

ithin the 
Ь
у
 analysing the im

pact o
f digital technologies о

п
 

1. 
its f

o
п
n
a
l
 approval) aligns 

fram
ew

ork o
f another state program

m
e (indicate the 

docum
entary production w

orkflow
s, distribution strategjes, 

w
ith the priority directions 

nam
e o

f the program
m

e ); 
and audience engagem

ent; it advances the s
u
Ь
-
p
r
o
g
r
a
r
n
m
e
 

o
f scientific developm

ent 
З
)
Т
h
е
 dissertation c

o
п
e
s
p
o
n
d
s
 to а

 priority 
and/or state program

m
es 

direction o
f scientific developm

ent, as approved Ь
у
 

D
igitalisation o

f C
ultural H

eritage and C
reative Industries" 

the H
igher S

cientific and T
echnical C

om
m

ission 
w

ithin 
D

igital K
azakhstan" (2018-2025) Ь

у
 evaluating 

under the G
overnrnent o

f the R
e
p
u
Ы
i
c
 o

f 
m

odem
ised film

 infrastructшe and digital production tools; 

K
azakhstan (indicate the specific direction). 

and it coпesponds to the M
im

stry o
f C

ulture and S
port s 

C
ulture 2025" initiative Ь

у
 investigating the m

odem
isation 

o
f cinem

atic arts, diversification o
f film

 content, and 
expansion o

f digital distribution channels for national 
с
ш
е
m
а
.
 



2. 

,, ., . 

Significaлce 

Scientific Field 
to 

the 

Principle o
f Independence 

Т
h
е
 

w
ork 

m
akes/does 

not 
m

ake 
а 

substantial 
contribution 

to 
the 

scholarly 
field, 

and 
its 

significance is w
ell articulated/not articulated 

L
eveloflndependence 

1. 
H

igh 
2. 

M
oderate 

3. 
L

ow
 

4. 
N

one 

From
 the standpoint o

f а docum
entary practitioner and 

doctoral researcher, this dissertation advances scholarly and 
practical understanding Ь

у
 introducing а robust cyclical 

fram
ew

ork o
f technological disruption and institutional 

adaptation-rigorously validated through K
azllkhfilm

 case 
stu

d
ies-an

d
 Ь
у
 elucidating em

ergent digital distribution 
m

odels that directly inform
 Ьoth academ

ic inquiry and on
set production strategies 

R
am

azanova B
anu K

uandykovna dem
onstrated а

 high level 
o

f independence Ь
у
 independently conceiving the research 

design, developing the analytical fram
ew

or~
 and executing 

all 
data collection and analysis o

f the 
K

azakhfilm
 case 

studies 
w

ithout 
supervisory 

intervention. 
S

he 
conducted 

com
prehensive 

archival 
and 

field 
r
e
s
e
a
r
c
h
-
-
a
п
a
n
g
i
n
g
 

interview
s w

ith industry practitioners and sourcing original 
production 

docum
ents--on 

her 
ow

n 
initiative, 

and 
she 

synthesized these findings into а
 cohesive theoretical m

odel 
o

f technological 
disruption 

and 
institutional 

adaptation. 
T

hroughout the project, she m
anaged the research tim

eline, 
addressed 

m
ethodological 

challenges 
(such 

as 
access 

lim
itations and data triangulation), and integrated relevant 

scholarly 
debates 

w
ithout 

relying 
on 

extem
al 

prom
pts. 

thereby evidencing fнll scholarly autonom
y. 



4. 
P

rinciple o
f Intem

al U
nity 

4.1 Justification o
f tl1e D

issertation s R
elevance 

1. 
justified; 

2. 
partially justified; 

3. 
notjustified. 

4.2 C
orrespondence o

f the D
issertation s C

ontent to 
Its T

opic 
1. 

fully corresponds; 
2. 

partially corresponds; 
3. 

does not correspond. 

4.3 A
lignm

ent o
fth

e R
esearch A

im
 and O

bjectives 
w

ith the D
issertation T

opic 
1. 

fully aligned; 
2. 

partially aligned; 
3. 

not aligned. 

T
he 

relevance 
o

f 
R

am
azanova 

B
anu 

K
uandykovna's 

dissertation is justified, as it system
atically dem

onstrates 
the 

gap 
betw

een 
traditional 

docum
entary 

production 
practices and em

ergent digital 
technologies, exposes the 

inadequacy 
o

f existing 
distribution 

m
odels 

w
ithin 

the 
K

azakh context, and substantiates the urgent need for 
а 

novel theoretical fram
ew

ork to guide both future research 
and practical innovation in the field. 

T
he content o

f dissertation fully reflects its topic, as each 
chapter system

atically develops the theoretical fram
ew

ork, 
em

pirical case studies, and analysis o
f digital distribution 

m
odels directly in service o

f exam
ining the transfonnation 

o
f docum

entary film
 production in the digital age. 

In R
am

azanova B
anu K

uandykovna's dissertation, the 
stated g

o
a
l-to

 investigate the transfonnation o
f 

docum
entary film

 production in the digital a
g

e
-a

n
d

 the 
accom

panying objectives align directly w
ith the research 

topic, as they (а) conceptualize а cyclical fram
ew

ork o
f 

technological disruption and institutional adaptation. (Ь) 
apply this fram

ew
ork through case studies o

f K
azakhfilm

 
practices, and (с) assess em

ergent digital distribution 
m

odels, thereby ensuring full correspondence bet\veen aim
s 

and them
atic focus. 



4.4 L
ogical Interconnection o

f A
ll S

ections and 
P

rovisions o
f the D

issertation 
1. 

fully interconnected; 
2. 

partially interconnected; 
З. 

not interconnected. 

4.5 A
rgum

entation and E
valuation o

fth
e A

uthor s 
P

roposed N
ew

 S
olutions (Principles, M

ethods) 
C

om
pared to E

s
t
a
Ы
i
s
h
e
d
 S

olutions 
1. 

critical analysis is present; 
2. 

analysis is partial; 
З. 

analysis consists o
f quotations from

 other 
authors rather than original evaluation; 

4. 
analysis is absent. 

A
II sections and propositions are fully interconnected, as the 

historical overview
 estaЫishes the foundation for the 

theoretical fram
ew

ork, w
hich in tum

 infoпns the design o
f 

the em
pirical case studies, and each analytical finding is 

consistently tied back to the central cyclical m
odel o

f 
technological disruption and institutional adaptation, 
thereby creating а cohesive and logically integrated 
structure throughout the w

ork 

In R
am

azanova B
anu K

uandykovna's dissertation, а
 critical 

analysis is present, as she rigorously juxtaposes her novel 
cyclical 

fram
ew

ork 
o

f 
technological 

disruption 
and 

institutional 
adaptation 

against 
e
s
t
a
Ы
i
s
h
e
d
 

theoretical 
m

odels. В
у
 engaging dialectically w

ith sem
inal scholarship 

and 
em

pirically 
validating 

her 
propositions 

through 
in

depth K
azakhfilm

 case studies, she not only elucidates the 
distinct advantages o

f her approach but also system
atically 

quantifies its efficacy w
ithin the evolving digital m

iE
eu. 

T
his 

com
prehensive 

evaluative 
process 

underscores 
the 

originality, 
m

ethodological 
sophistication, 

and 
scholarly 

depth o
f her contributions. 



In dissertation, the scientific results and theoretical 
propositions are fully new

, as she articulates an original 
cyclical m

odel o
f technological disruption and institutional 

5.1 N
ovelty o

f S
cientific R

esults and P
ropositions 

adaptation in docum
entary film

 p
ro

d
u

ctio
n

-a fram
ew

ork 
neither previously theorised nor applied w

ithin the C
entra1 

1. 
entirely new

; 
A

sian co
n

tex
t-an

d
 em

pirically substantiates this m
odel 

2. 
partially new

 (25-75%
 novel); 

through com
prehensive case studies o

f K
azakhfilm

. H
er 

3. 
not new

 ( <
25%

 novel). 
integration o

f digital distribution paradigm
s into this cycle 

represents а
 pioneering synthesis that extends Ь

e
y
o
n
d
 

existing scholarship and contributes substantively to Ь
o
t
h
 

5. 
P

rinciple 
o

f 
S

cientific 
academ

ic discourse and industry practice. 
N

ovelty 

C
onclusions are fully new

, as they synthesize her original 
cyclical fram

ew
ork w

ith em
pirical insights from

 

5.2 N
ovelty o

fth
e D

issertation s C
onclusions 

K
azakhfilm

 case studies to generate unprecedented strategic 
recom

m
endations for digital-era docum

entary production 
1. 

entirely ne\v; 
2. 

partially new
 (25-75%

 novel); 
and distribution; these conclusions not only advance 

3. 
not new

 ( <
25%

 novel). 
theoretical discourse Ь

у
 articulating а novel m

odel o
f 

institutional adaptation but also fum
ish a

c
t
i
o
n
a
Ы
e
 

guidelines for practitioners and policym
akers that have not 

been previously articulated in the scholarly literature. 



6. 
Justification o

f the 
P

rincipal C
onclusions 

5.3 N
ovelty а

п
d
 Justification o

f T
echnical, 

T
echnological, E

conom
ic, or M

anagerial S
olutions 

1. 
entirely novel; 

2. 
partially novel (25-75%

 novel); 
3. 

not novel (<
25%

 novel). 

R
eliance o

f M
ajor C

onclusions on S
ubstantive 

S
cholarly E

vidence 
А
Н
 principal conclusions are based on substantial 

scholarly evidence and are adequately justified (for 
qualitative research and arts and hum

anities 
disciplines): 

1. 
are based; 

2. 
are not based. 

R
am

azanova 
B

anu 
K

uandykovna 
introduces 

fully 
new

 
technical, 

technological, 
econom

ic, 
and 

m
anagerial 

solutions, including an innovative digH
al asset m

anagem
ent 

w
orkflow

 
specifically 

designed 
for 

docum
entary 

production, а bespoke hybrid distribution valuation m
odel 

that 
quantifies 

cost-Ьenefit 
param

eters 
for 

sim
ultaneous 

online 
and 

theatrica1 
releases, 

and 
adaptive 

scheduling 
protocols 

that 
reconcile 

production 
tim

elines 
w

ith 
the 

dem
ands o

f digital platforrns. E
ach proposal is m

eticulously 
justified 

through 
em

pirical 
evidence 

draw
n 

from
 

her 
K

azakhfilm
 

case 
studies 

and 
critically 

contrasted 
w

ith 
prevailing industry standards, thereby confirrning both their 
originality and practical viaЬility. 

A
ll principal conclusions in R

am
azanova B

anu 
K

uandykovna s dissertation are grounded in robust. 
scholarly evidence and articulated w

ith rigorous 
justification. D

raw
ing o

n
 m

ethodologically sound 
qualitative inquiry-including in-depth, sem

i-structured 
interview

s w
ith docum

entary practitioners, extensive 
archival analysis o

f K
azakhfilm

 production records, and 
iterative them

atic co
d

in
g

-th
e study em

ploys data 
triangulation to ensure the validity and reliability o

f its 
interpretive claim

s. T
his evidentiary foundation conform

s to 
the highest standards o

f arts and hum
anities research, 

thereby substantiating the dissertation s core findings "vith 
unequivocal academ

ic rigor. 



F
or each propositioп, please answ

er separately: 
7.1 Is tl1e propositioп proven? 

1. 
P

roven 
2. 

L
ikely proven 

3. 
L

ikely not proven 
4. 

N
ot proven 

5. 
C

annot verify proof in the cuпent 
form

ulation 
7.2 1s the proposition trivial? 

1. 
Y

es 
2. 

N
o 

3. 
C

annot verify triviality in the cuпent 
7.1. P

roven 
form

ulation 

P
rincipal P

ropositions 
7 .3 1s the proposition new

? 
7.2. Y

es 
7. 

S
ubm

itted for D
efense 

1. 
Y

es 
7.3. Y

es 
2. 

N
o 

7.4. W
ide scope 

3. 
C

annot verify novelty in the cuпent 
7.5. Y

es 
form

ulation 
7.4 S

cope o
f applicaЬility: 

1. 
N
a
п
o
w
 

2. 
M

edium
 

3. 
B

road 
4. 

C
annot verify scope in the cuпent 

form
ulation 

7.5 Is the proposition proven w
ithin the article? 

1. 
Y

es 
2. 

N
o 

3. 
C

annot verify proof in the article in the 
c
u
п
e
n
t
 form

ulation 



8. 

P
rinciple o

f ReliaЬility: 
CrediЬility o

f S
ources and 

lnfoпnation 

Рrоvidеd.Достоверность 
и
с
т
о
ч
н
и
к
о
в
 и
 

п
р
е
д
о
с
т
а
в
л
я
е
м
о
й
 

и
н
ф
о
р
м
а
ц
и
и
 

8.1 C
hoice o

f Metlюdology -
Is the m

ethodology 
justified o

r described in sufficient detail? 
1. 

yes; 
2. 

no. 

8.2 H
ave the dissertation results been obtained 

using m
odem

 scientific research m
ethods and data 

processing and interpretation techniques em
ploying 

com
puter technologies? 

1. 
yes; 

2. 
no. 

8.3 H
ave the theoretical conclusions, m

odels, 
identified relationships, and pattem

s been 
dem

onstrated and validated through experim
ental 

research (for pedagogical fields, validated via а 
pedagogical experim

ent)? 
1. 

yes; 
2. 

no. 

8.4 H
ave the key assertions been confiпned, 

partially confiпned, or not confiпned Ь
у
 references 

to current and crediЫe scientific literature? 
1. 

confiпned; 
2. 

partially confirm
ed; 

3. 
not confiпned. 

У
 es. T

he dissertation rigorously justifies the selection o
f its 

historical-logical and case-study approaches and provides а 
com

prehensive description o
f data-collection and analysis 

procedures 

Y
es. 

T
he 

dissertation 
em

ploys contem
porary 

qualitative 
research tools, digital archival databases for prim

ary-source 
analysis, 

and 
statistical 

softw
are 

to 
m

odel 
distribution 

scenarios, thereby integrating advanced com
puter-assisted 

data processing and interpretation. 

У
 es. T

he dissertation s theoretical proposi1ions and m
odels 

are substantiated through system
atic em

pirical 
investigation-specifically, in-depth case studies o

f 
K

azakhfilm
 productions and targeted practitioner 

in
terv

iew
s-th

at confirm
 the identified inteпelations and 

pattem
s. 

confirm
ed. T

he dissertation system
atically cites up-to-date, 

peer-review
ed scholarship-including recent w

orks Ьу 
M

om
eni (2024), L

ees (2023), and Нight (2021 }
-to

 
substantiate its principal assertions. 



8.5 A
re tl1e literature sources used sufficient or 

Sufficient. T
he dissertation integrates а com

prehensive 
i11sufficient for the literature review

? 
а
п
а
у
 o

f cuпent and foundational w
orks-spanning global 

1. 
sufficient; 

digital docum
entary studies, C

entral A
sian film

 scholarship, 
2. 

insufficie11t. 
and relevant m

ethodological tex
ts-th

ereb
y

 ensuring а 
robust and w

ell-rounded literature review
. 

9 .1 D
oes the dissertation have theoretical 

У
 es. T

he dissertation contributes а novel theoretical 
significance? 

p
arad

ig
m

-a cyclical m
odel o

f technological disruption and 
1. 

yes; 
institutional adaptation-thereby advancing conceptual 

2. 
no. 

understanding w
ithin docum

entary film
 studies. 

9 .2 D
oes the dissertation have practical significance 

and is there а
 high likelihood that its results w

ill Ь
е
 
У
 es. T

he study delivers a
c
t
i
o
n
a
Ы
e
 fram

ew
orks for digital 

9 
Principle o

f P
ractical V

 al ue 
applied in practice? 

w
orkflow

 optim
ization and distribution strategy, w

hich 
1. 

yes; 
practitioners and policy m

akers in docum
entary pтoduction 

2. 
no. 

can readily im
plem

ent. 

9 .3 A
re the practical recom

m
endations new

? 
F

ully new
. T

he dissertation s practical p
ro

p
o

sals-
1. 

entirely new
; 

2. 
partially new

 (25-75%
 novel); 

including the digital asset m
anagem

ent w
orkflow

, hybrid 

3. 
not new

 ( <
25%

 novel). 
distribution valuation m

odel, and adaptive production 
scheduling protocols-<

;onstitute entirely novel 
contributions to docum

entary practice. 



10. 

11. 

Q
uality o

f A
cadem

ic W
riting: 

1. 
11igl1; 

Q
uality 

o
f 

W
riting 

and 
2. 

average; 

T
he quality o

f academ
ic w

riting in R
am

azanova B
anu 

K
uandykovna s dissertation is assessed as high, as the 

m
anuscript consistently em

ploys precise scholarly 
term

inology, coherent and logically structured 
argum

entation, and d
e
m
o
n
s
t
r
a
Ы
y
 rigorous attention to 

stylistic conventions and citation standards. 

F
orm

atting 
3. 

below
 average; 

4. 
low

. 

R
eview

er' s 
C

om
m

ents 
o

n
 

the D
issertation 

T
he cyclical fram

ew
ork o

f technological disruption and institutional adaptation is both original and rigorously 
situated w

ithin existing scholarship; it w
ould benefit from

 an expanded discussion o
f its epistem

ological 
foundations in relation to parallel m

odels in m
edia and cultural studies. 

T
he qualitative m

e
t
h
o
d
o
l
o
g
y
-
-
c
o
m
Ь
i
n
i
n
g
 archival research w

ith sem
i-structured in

terv
iew

s-is robust and w
ell 

executed; nonetheless, the criteria for selecting interview
 participants should Ь

е
 m

ore thoroughly justified to 
ensure representativeness across varied production roles. 
Т
h
е
 K

azakhfilm
 case studies are richly detailed and convincingly dem

onstrate each phase o
f digital 

transform
ation; incorporating а succinct com

parative vignette from
 an independent studio could further 

substantiate the broader applicaЬility o
f the m

odel. 



12. 

13. 

S
cientific L

evel o
f the 

D
octoral C

andidate' s 
A

rticles on the R
esearch 

T
opic 

(ln cases w
here the 

dissertation is defended as а 
series o

f puЫications, 
official review

ers assess the 
scholarly quality o

f each 
article authored Ь

у
 the 

candidate that pertains to 
the research topic.) 

D
ecision 

o
f 

the 
O

fficial 
R

eview
er 

(pursuant 
to 

C
lause 28 

o
f the 

C
urrent 

S
tandard R

egulations) 

R
am

azanova B
anu K

uandykovna has produced three peer-review
ed puЫications o

f high scholarly calibre that 
directly infonn her dissertation. H

er first article, 
D

ocum
entary C

inem
a as Social T

herapy: K
azakhstan s 

E
xperience in P

ortraying C
ollective T

raum
a on S

creen," appeared in the S
copus-indexed Studies in R

ussian a
n

d
 

Soviet C
inem

a (vol. 19, no. 1, 2025) and exem
plifies nuanced theoretical engagem

ent and m
ethodological rigor. 

T
he second, co-authored w

ith G
ulnara A

Ь
i
k
e
y
e
v
a
-
"
C
r
e
a
t
i
v
i
t
y
 as а D

efining T
rend o

f E
volvem

ent in M
odem

 
D

ocum
entary C

in
em

a"-w
as p

u
Ы
i
s
h
e
d
 in C

A
JA

S (vol. 7, по. 1, 2022) and delivers substantive qualitative 
analysis o

f national production practices. T
he third, co-authored w

ith A
nita C

h
em

y
k

h
-"A

n
im

ad
o

c -
А
 H

ybrid 
P

henom
enon o

fM
o

d
em

 C
in

em
a"-w

as featured in C
entra/ A

sian Journal o
f A

rt Studies (vol. 8, no. 3, 2023), 
w

here it system
atically theorises the docum

entary anim
ation hybrid fonn, situating anim

adoc w
ithin global and 

C
entral A

sian contexts 

H
aving conducted а com

prehensive evaluation o
f R

am
azanova B

anu K
uandykovna's dissertation-assessing its 

theoretical innovation, m
ethodological rigor, em

pirical foundation, and scholarly presentation-1 find that the 
w

ork fulfils the requirem
ents for the degree o

f D
octor o

f P
hilosophy. A

ccordingly, 1 recom
m

end that the 
dissertation Ь

е
 approved for defence w

ithout further substantive revisions. 

A
zat S. K

hakim
ov 

P
h.D

. -
directing 

A
ssociated P

rofessor o
f the M

edia and F
ilm

 School 
A

lm
aty M

anagem
ent U

niversity 
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